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We collectively request that Boston and BU:

1. Design protected bicycle lanes

2. Address pedestrian safety

3. Prioritize Green Line and buses through intersections
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A vision for a safer Comm. Ave.

#SaferCommAve
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CURRENTLY UNDER DESIGN

Commonwealth Avenue Phase 2A
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What will the future look like?
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Trends

Since 1987: car volumes 
fallen 31%

Since 2001: pedestrian flow 
increased 80%

Since 2007: bicycling 
more than doubled

Since 1964: MBTA ridership
at highest levels
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Who are we prioritizing in this design?

7



Massachusetts policy

•GreenDOT Policy Directive: Promote the healthy 
transportation options of walking, bicycling, and public 
transit

•Healthy Transportation Policy Directive: ensure all 
MassDOT projects are designed and implemented in a way 
that all our customers have access to safe and comfortable 
healthy transportation options 

•Mode-shift Goal: tripling the share of travel in 
Massachusetts by bicycling, transit and walking.
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“puts 
pedestrians, 
bicyclists and 
transit users 
on equal 
footing with 
motor-vehicle 
drivers.” 



Why no raised side-street crossings?
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Why no priority for transit?
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Basic bike lanes are just not good enough
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Illustrative protected bike lanes
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Western Avenue, Cambridge
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Boston Bicycle Network Plan

PROTECTED BICYCLE LANES
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Safety is priority number 1

Bicycle crashes

•68 cyclists hit by a car between 2009-2012

• (Many more bicyclist injuries are not reported )

•BU graduate student Christopher Weigl was killed in 2012

Pedestrian crashes

•13 pedestrians were killed
in Boston in 2013

•What do you know about 
Comm. Ave. statistics?
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Boston’s biggest safety opportunity

Comm. Ave Phase 2A

• 33% of crashes (dooring, 
maneuvering) are 
preventable with a 
protected bike lane

• 17% of crashes mitigated 
with a protected 
intersection design

• This is the most important 
roadway section in the 
city for bike safety. If not 
here, where?

“When protected green lanes are 
installed in New York City, injury 
crashes … typically drop by 40%” 
—Office of the Mayor of New York, 2011
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Wider travel lanes means more speeding

SOURCE: NACTO http://nacto.org/usdg/lane-width26
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Status quo will not meet policy objectives
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THESE PEOPLE WILL NOT 

BICYCLE ON STREETS WITH 

CARS, BUT WOULD USE 

PROTECTED BIKE LANES

WE WILL MAX OUT AT 7%



Project funding
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The issues out on the table

Boston, MassDOT, and BU are considering these options. 
Each has pros and cons. We, and the public, must be 
brought in as partners in the conversation about 
tradeoffs.

1. Current Status quo (bike lanes)

2. Buffered bike lane (not much better than bike lanes)

3. Protected bike lane (best practice)
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Next steps
1. Boston and BU need to advance a thorough design of 

the protected bike lane option, advocates are ready to 
collaborate.

2. More attention on vehicle speed control and pedestrian 
safety design elements.

3. Green line signal priority a must. Fund bus signal 
priority project. Progress MBTA station consolidation.

4. Engage advocates and the public in the tradeoff 
decision making process.

5. Work together to find the money for a redesign.
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